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Dear Friends 
This Month we have a special  Bumper edition of 20 pages. As 
we look forward to Advent and Christmas in December we also 
think of Remembrance at this time of year. Our Remembrance 
Sunday service is at Old Byland  on the 14th November.  
You will find an article about an unforgettable trip I made to  
Flanders on page 16.  
You will also find a number of events and services in the  
following pages to put in your diaries. I do hope you will be able 
to support some of them, especially the 999 Carol service (see 
next page) when we say a big thankyou to our front line workers 
who have continued to do such sterling work these past months 
throughout the pandemic.  

I would like to reassure everyone that, although Covid restrictions 
have been lifted, we are still mask wearing and taking other    
precautions in all of our churches and other venues, enabling us 
to meet, remember and celebrate in person. 
Everyone in our parish were very generous with non-perishable 
items during October, enabling us to pass on a substantial        
donation to the food bank. After such a long time without any 
fund raising activities we are at last seeing light at the end of the 
tunnel. Our Harvest lunch boxes raised over £200.  
Congratulations and thanks to the chefs Honor & Simon Wright & 
Margaret Redhead. 
I pray the Holy Spirit will guide our Advent preparations, and as 
we journey towards Christmas, help us remember its true    
meaning.  Grant everyone a very Happy and Healthy Christmas.  
Deacon Helen 

Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
Close by me for ever, and love me I pray 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there 

 

 Tea at the Rectory 
On the 2nd Tuesday of the Month, 9th November &  
14th December - starting at 2.00pm we will again be sharing tea 
cakes and conversation at the Rectory, Old Byland.  
This will be followed by a short reflective prayer service which 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 
 

 

  999 Carol Service  
 

Sunday 28th November  
(Advent Sunday)  

4 pm. St. John’s Bilsdale 
Please join us for a special  

service to say thank you to our 
front line workers  

 

Musical Instruments Quiz  
(a mixture of clues, some easy, some difficult 

no prizes—just for fun) 
 

1. A campanologists instrument (4) 
2. Useful for Ice Creams too (6) 
3. Don’t keep on about it (4) 
4. You’re not telling me the truth (4) 
5. Not used in the kitchen for slicing (8) 
6. Are its players dishonest? (6) 

7. A relative of the pansy (5) 
8. Lots of medals (5) 
9. The colour is sepia—no shades (5) 
10. The capitl of India in a bright star (5) 
11. Isosceles, equilateral, obtuse…(8) 
12. Satchmo’s instrument  (7) 
13. Will’s dream bellows mender (5) 
14. Call to arms or just goodnight  (5) 
15. Know how to excel, look at the words (5) 
16. Accompaniment for window cleaning? (7) 
17. Banged by clams at the back of the band (7) 
18. Batchelor at Zoo to find a ford car (7) 
19. The baby would love it( 6) 
20. Relax in hot tub –along with other blowers (4) 
21. Thinner than ropes (7) 
22. Thirteen minus six—here’s your answer (4) 
23. Seeking a Kangaroo? Ask a zoo (5) 
 

Answers in January/February edition of Parish News 



 

Scawton Reading Room 
Saturday 28th November  

      2.pm—4.pm 
* Stalls * Raffle * 

* Mince Pies * 
* Tea and Coffee * 

Friday 10th December . 6.30 

pm. Old Byland Village Green 

Mince Pies and Hot drinks 
 

Please come and join us as we 

turn on the lights and sing carols 

around the tree   
  

(free event for the whole parish) 
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COLD KIRBY VILLAGE HALL 
 
Mini- bookmark- sessions are still continuing once a week on a 
Monday evening. Drop in anytime between 4.30pm and 6pm for 
book, craft and fun. All children of primary age and under are  
welcome. No charge but donations welcome particularly as we  
will be needing to switch a few heaters on now.  
 

Christmas Bizarre Bazaar- Saturday 11th December between 
10am and 4pm - come and get your last minute gifts, support  
local arts, crafts and businesses and enjoy a catch up with some 
seasonal refreshments with friends. Details from Jane Myers and 
Becky McMurray. 
 

The committee is always welcome to new ideas about events and 
improvements at the hall. This next year we are hoping to get a  
patio area at the back so that this can be used for outdoor events 
and meetings when the weather is fine.  
 

Village news 
There is a village What’s App group which is a super speedy  
messaging service for mobile users. It was particularly useful when 
the village was without water for a while. If you would like to join 
this please contact Jerry Walker. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank Sue Pickard 
for her super hard work and dedication with making the Cold Kirby 
Village sign a super floral display all year. If you would like to  
contribute to the display next year, please get in touch with Becky 
or Sue to find out how to help.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  Christmas Bizarre Bazaar   

 
Cold Kirby Village Hall 

Saturday 11th December. 10 am.– 4 pm. 

 

Local Arts and Crafts & Produce 

 

Seasonal refreshments 

 

A chance to get last minute Christmas shopping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 
 
 

  

Sunday 19th December 3.00 pm,  
Cold Kirby 

Las Posadas 
Join our procession around the village as Mary 

and Joseph look for lodging and we sing Carols.  
Children are invited to dress up as shepherds or 

wise men (or women) if they would like to.  
And remember anyone can be wise enough to  

follow Jesus 

We will gather singing carols around the triangle 

before finally processing to the church for a final 

carol and a prayer and where we will put the        

figures in the crib. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The knitted figures we use were knitted by the late  
Elizabeth Baxter  

and gifted to St. Michaels’ by her son for which we are 
most grateful 

 



  

Christmas Eve Crib Service 
The Knitivity with the  

Shepherd who was afraid to sing 
Hawnby 4.30 pm. 

Come to our service, sing some     

carols, and help assemble our Crib, 

Children (of any age) are invited to 

dress up. 
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The Book Page 
  

Do the opening lines of a book ever whet your appetite for more? 
 

‘The snow stopped in Christmas week – but 
with just enough ice about, and just enough 
already fallen, to hold: everyone wanted it to 
hold over the festival now it had come. It felt 

lucky. It felt, all were agreed, like a real 
Christmas. 
Few noticed the young couple who came in 
from the country on the early afternoon bus 
on Christmas Eve. They were very ordinary. 
She was heavily pregnant but a large black 
coat helped disguise it; he had a desperately 
eager look, swinging the two cheap brown suit 
cases, one in each hand, as if to show how 
strong he was; but the action served  
only to hint how empty the suitcases were. 
The driver pointed out the bus-station and 
they went there to deposit the cases.  
 

This is the story of a young couple's desperate search for  
accommodation late on Christmas Eve, made the more urgent  
by the imminent birth of their child.  
 

A Christmas Child, by Melvyn Bragg, is a short story, which if you 

want to read 

more can be 

bought 

quite cheaply on-

line. 

   

 

Have you a good book you would like to share in the next Parish News? 
Please let me know  - Revd. Helen Rawlings,  hrawlings@sky.com 



Helmsley Arts Centre at the Old Meeting House   
Box Office 01439 771700                                            

Website: www.helmsleyarts.co.uk  

It’s worth looking at the website for the Arts centre as there isn’t 
room to do it justice in this magazine. 
There is an exhibition of artwork by artist Andy Broderick 
 

The films include the latest James Bond, No Time To Die, Daniel 
Craig’s final outing in the part  and considered his best.  
 

And there is a Pantomime in December: 
Beauty And The Beast by Tom Whalley 
Sat 4 December - Sun 12 December, 2.30pm                       
Join our in-house theatre company for the ever popular                  
1812 Panto!   Directed by Natasha Jones Choreography by Ashton 
Danby Please note Under 12's must be accompanied by an adult...  

I used to live next door to Roedean Girls school 
and once heard a story about a famous guest, 
Sir Douglas Bader, invited to speak to the girls at 
the school (I have since heard this story is also 
claimed by other posh girls schools)  
 

“…so there were 2 of the fxxckers behind me, 3 

fxxckers on my right, another fxxcker on my 

left..” at which point the rather shocked Head-

mistress broke in to explain “ladies the Fokker is 

a German aircraft” 
 

“That may well be Madam” Sir Douglas replied, “but these  

fxxckers were definitely in Messerschmitt’s” 
 

Sir Douglas Bader SCBE DSO DFC FRAeS DL lost both his legs in a 

flying accident before the war but still went on to become a famous 

world-war 2 flying ace; reaching the rank of group captain.  Shot down 

over France, his artificial legs were trapped and he bailed out without 

them. Imagine the German’s surprise. He spent the rest of the war in 
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Brrr.. Do sheep get cold 
It’s getting to that time of year when we all put on a few extra layers or a 
big coat before going outside. Yet if you look in the fields then they are 
still full of sheep which prompts the question, do sheep get cold? 
There are a number of adaptations which sheep have that make them 
very well adapted to cold climates. The first, and perhaps most obvious, 
is their fleece. 
The sheep were shorn a 
few months ago and since 
then their wool has started 
to grow back. The amount 
of wool on a sheep makes a 
big difference to how warm 
it feels. A sheep with 5cm of 
wool stays warm down to -
5, whereas a sheep with 
7cm of wool can keep warm 
down to -18! 
Some breeds such as hill 
breeds have a higher  
proportion of kemp fibres in their fleeces. These are short, hollow fibres 
which trap air inside them and are really good insulators. So these 
sheep can keep warmer in the worst wintry conditions on the hills and 
fells. The downside of these  
fibres is that they are scratchy and hard to dye so the wool from these 
sheep is worth much less and tends to be used in things like carpets 
rather than textiles. 
If the fleece gets wet or its windy then the insulating properties of the 
fleece are reduced, which is why it’s important that the sheep have 
hedges, trees or walls for shelter. 
The second, and more surprising, adaptation that sheep have to keep 
warm is their stomachs! Like a cow, sheep have four compartments to 
their stomach. The first is the rumen. It’s basically a big vat where the 
food eaten by the sheep is mixed with water and bacteria. The bacteria 
in the rumen are really good at breaking down hard to digest plant  
material (and are how ruminants survive on a diet of forage). A  
by-product of this bacterial fermentation is heat, just like when you 
leave lawn clippings in a pile and they heat up after a few days as  
bacteria start to break them down. This means that sheep are  
wandering around with an in built radiator in their stomachs keeping 
them warm. As long as they have plenty of food to eat the bacteria will 
produce heat. 
The answer is yes sheep can get cold, but in the British climate and 

with plenty of shelter and food they can generally live outside quite  



happily all year round. Even if we humans are freezing!                         

Catherine Sanderson 

Hedgehogs                                                                                            

Following on from last month’s article about how to encourage 

hedgehogs into our gardens Catherine Sanderson has written 

about their history, which, with our own rising prices and       

struggling families, seems quite appropriate now; hopefully 

hedgehogs won’t get the blame this time.- 
 

In the 1500’s, food prices were rising and families were struggling 
to survive. Everything they could produce was important to see 
them through the winter. It was widely believed that hedgehogs 
were witches in disguise and possessed the ability to make your 
animals’ ill as well as stealing milk from the udders of cows as 
they slept and stealing apples from the orchards by impaling them 
on their sharp spines. As such hedgehog hunts were common 
events where the whole village would turn out to hunt down the 
hedgehogs that threatened their food source and survival. 
Fast forward to 1566, food prices are getting so out of hand that 
queen Elizabeth creates the act ‘for the preservation of grain’.    
It listed 19 birds and 17 animals which you would get paid for  
killing to protect food sources. These included corvids, foxes, 
stoats and hedgehogs. The churchwardens were tasked with  
raising the funds from local land and property owners to pay for 
the scheme, and every dead hedgehog produced was worth  
two pence. 
Hedgehogs in medieval times were also used as symbols of  
sinners or the devil, as it was thought they would steal the fruits  
of man’s spirit (or steal his moral behaviour).  
Hedgehogs did have their uses in medieval Britain, their  
powdered skin was used as a remedy for hair loss and hedgehog 
ashes were thought to cure boils. There are also a variety of  
recipes from the time using hedgehog meat. The hedgehog skins 
could be dried and used as carding combs to prepare wool for 
spinning or felting. 
Over recent years our relationship with the hedgehog has 

changed. Stories such as Beatrix Potters’ 1905 tale about       

“Mrs Tiggywinkle” as well as a reduction in the number of     



hedgehogs and advances in scientific knowledge have seen     

the hedgehog transformed from an evil witch to Britain’s            

favourite mammal.    
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 Careful Dad, the chair’s gone wobbly 

 Here, have the fairy.  Quick. Quick! 

 Rosie said, balancing on tip-toes. 

 I think it’s going.  I heard it ‘click’ 

 Stretch a bit more if you can, Dad. 

 This tree is really too tall. 

 Mind, you’re going to fall, DAD... 

 Aaaarrrggghhhh !!  Oh !! 

 Silence. 
  

Then the giggling started, 

Rising up ‘neath the chair on the floor 

Eee ‘eck lass, that were a near do 

Eyes looked to where she had soared 
 

For on top of the tree sat the fairy 

All safe and secure was she 

In place, despite the mad tumble 

Right where she quite ought to be. 

Yule tide was saved...yippee. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



“YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS A SANTA CLAUS” 

Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter to the editor  
of New York’s Sun, and the quick response was printed as 
an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The work of veteran news-
man Francis Pharcellus Church has since become  
history’s most reprinted newspaper editorial, appearing in part or 
whole in dozens of languages in books, movies,  
and other editorials, and on posters and stamps. 
An excerpt is below: 
 
 

DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years old. 
Some of my friends say there is no 
Santa Claus. 
Papa says, ‘If you see it in THE SUN 
it’s so.’ 
Please tell me the truth;  
is there a Santa Claus? 
VIRGINIA O’HANLON. 
115 WEST NINETY-FIFTH STREET. 
 

 

VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been  

affected by the scepticism of a sceptical age. They do not  

believe except they see. They think that nothing can be  

which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds,  

Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In  

this great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in  

his intellect, as compared with the boundless world about him,  

as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole  

of truth and knowledge. 
 

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love 

and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and 

give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be 

the world if there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if there 

were no VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, 

no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoy-

ment, except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood 

fills the world would be extinguished. 
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Remembrance 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

                       We will remember them.” Laurence Binyon 1914 

A few years ago, I was lucky enough to go with a small group of people to  

Poperinghe, near Ypres, in Belgium. We stayed at Talbot House, which 

gave its name (from an early WWI signals alphabet) to Toc H, an  

international Christian movement, started by Tubby Clayton, dedicated to 

promoting the Gospel and reconciliation.  

The Toc H symbol is an oil lamp as pictured and I  
remember my granny using the saying ‘as bright as a 
Toc H lamp’ meaning very dim. 
 

The House opened in 1915, named after  

Gilbert Talbot and founded by Gilbert’s elder brother 

Neville and the Reverend Tubby Clayton (both army  

padres) as an everyman’s club.  

All soldiers were welcome, regardless of rank, and a sign at the door said 

‘All rank abandon - ye who enter here.’ Probably the only place  where an 

officer could be found having a 

game of chess with a private sol-

dier. 

 

 
Tubby Clayton’s office                                                                                                             
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The House, apart for a few mod cons for visitors, has been preserved 

just as it was during the first world war and has an extraordinary     

atmosphere, Probably the most precious room in the house is the attic 

chapel, with its carpenter’s bench for an Altar. As you climb the      

ladder, up through the attic hatch, one can easily imagine the sight of 

boots and putties of the tommie’s attending the service.                                                                               

Some took their first communion there – many took their last. 
 

There are many stories about the wartime visitors, too many to relate 

here, but one story worth repeating is that of the ‘captain’s hat’. As the 

occupying forces came close to Poperinghe during the second world 

war it became known that the German’s intended to use the house as 

an officer’s club. But when they arrived the house was completely 

empty. Everything had been removed and hidden, at some risk to 

themselves, by the locals. At the end of the war, it was all put back, 

including the carpenter’s bench and the hat left by a visiting captain 

just before the war.                                                                                                                                                                              

This act of courage meant that future generations would be able to 
visit and appreciate the history of this house, where there is also a 
museum in a converted hop barn, commandeered in 1915 by Tubby 
Clayton as a concert hall for the troops                                                                                                                                                                                 
Our guide for the trip was an army chaplain, just returned from  
Afghanistan, who was very knowledgeable about its history and that of 
the war cemeteries we visited. He was also invited to recite the  
exhortation at the Menin gate, which contains the names of hundreds 
of war dead and where, to this day, a ceremony takes place every 
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British War graves, with 

row upon row of gleaming 

white headstones            

Austere, grey, German 

memorial stones, under 

a grove of English Oaks                                                        

 

Talbot House, once a place of 
peaceful refuge against the  

carnage surrounding it,  
is now a place of quiet  
contemplation, well worth a visit. 
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TRADITIONAL  RARE BREED PORK 

Produced from Rare Breed Pigs.  Whole, half or quarter pigs prepared for 

your freezer. 
Succulent, juicy pork full of flavour and crackling second to none. 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY  ORDERS BEING TAKEN NOW 
Please phone Jane Buckle on 01439 798325  or e-mail                     

janebuckle@gmx.com 

Hawnby Stores and Tearoom.   
YO62 5QR  01439 798223.                                                            

hawnbytearoom@gmail.com 
Opening times.  Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri & Sat 8am to 8pm.  
Wed 8am to 1pm. Sun 10.30am to 8pm 

Fully licensed general store with weekly box delivery or col-
lection service including fresh fruit, vegetables and meats.  

Newspapers, magazines and postal services. 
Tearoom serving locally sourced value for money teas and 
snacks  9.00am –5.00pm daily  except Wednesday 1/2 day 

closing at13.00 
Mobile top ups and bill payments.   

Wireless broadband internet access 

CARLTON SERVICE STATION 
Richard Shores and Tracy Thompson of Carlton Service Station are de-

lighted to be able to offer the residents of Upper Ryedale a 10% discount 
on labour. 
All makes and models of cars, 4x4s, light vans and trailers serviced and 

MOTs carried out.  Modern Diagnostic Equipment  Tyres & Exhausts at 

competitive prices 
Richard can collect your car from home, carry out an inspection to see 

what work is required and contact you by phone to advise of price   
Courtesy car available , subject to insurance 
Richard & Tracy can be contacted on 01845 537676 or 01845 522381 

Darren Chandler BSc Hons (Ost) For all your aches, pains and sports 

injuries 
15% discount on presenting this advert for osteopathy only.    
No photocopies & one voucher per treatment   t: 01751 430335 
 w: www.darrenchandlerosteopath.co.uk 

Northern Tank Services.  Storage Tank Specialists Oil, Diesel, Water 

and Ad Blue Tanks.  Tanks supplied and installed.  Tank Gauges and 

Parts available.  Tel. Graeme Waters on 01642 785627  
www.northerntankservices.co.uk 

mailto:janebuckle@gmx.com
http://www.darrenchandlerosteopath.co.uk
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Sunday 
31st October 
4th before advent 

11.00 am St. John’s Bilsdale 
All Souls Service 
Readings; 1 Peter 1. 3-9. John 6. 37-40 

Sunday 

7th November 
3rd before advent 

10.00 am St. Mary’s Scawton 
Communion by Extension  
Readings: Jonah 3. 1-5,10. Mark 1. 14-20 

Sunday 
14th November 
Remembrance Day 

10.00 am 
  

All Saints, Old Byland 
 Communion by Extension 
Readings:  Mark 13. 1-8 

Sunday  
21st November 
Christ the King 

10.00 am St. Michael’s Cold Kirby 
 Family Communion 
Readings: Rev 1. 4b-8 John 18 33-37   

Sunday             
28th November          
Advent Sunday 

10.00 am 
 
 

4.00 pm 

All Saint’s Hawnby 
Communion by Extension 
  

St. John’s Bilsdale            
999 Carol Service                
(a thank you to the                   
emergency services) 

Sunday 
5th December 
2nd of Advent 

10.00 am St Mary’s Scawton 
Communion by extension 
Readings: Luke 3. 1-8  

Sunday 
12th December   
3rd of Advent 

10.00 am 
All Saint’s Old Byland 
Communion by extension  
Readings; Luke 3. 7-18  

Sunday  
19th December 
4th of Advent 

10.00 am 
St. Michael’s Cold Kirby 
 Family Christmas Posadas 
procession & Carols 

Friday  
24th December 
Christmas Eve 

4.30 pm 
All Saint’s Hawnby 
Family Crib Service 
 

Saturday 
25th December 
Christmas Day 
  

10.00 am 
Cold Kirby 
Parish Communion 
Readings;  Isaiah 9. 2-7. Luke 2. 1-20 

Services in the Parish November & December 2021 


